
 

PRESS STATEMENT FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE 

Monrovia 8 September 2020 

 

The General Public, members of the Press, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen.  

Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON) has observed with disdain the conspicuous 
absence of women candidates in primaries being held by political parties in flagrant disregard to 
ensuring that the 30% minimum standard of women candidates will be represented on party 
tickets. Candidate nomination will end on September 21 and, without meaningful efforts on the 
side of political parties, and from the NEC to enforce the legal guidelines, Liberia could face the 
situation of having no women in the next Senate.  

LEON views the lack of women represented in most party primaries to be direct violation of 
section 4.5.c of the New Elections Law which mandates that ‘the list of candidates submitted by 
political parties to the National Elections commission should endeavor to have no less than 30% 
of the candidates on the list from each gender candidate’. LEON thinks it is critical for women, 
who make up over half of Liberia’s population, are fully represented in decision making at the 
legislature in line with all the major international human rights instruments and protocols that 
Liberia has signed and ratified1.  Women’s representation is key to ensuring that our laws reflect 
the needs of all members of our society. As elections observation body in Liberia, LEON believes 
the involvement of women in the formation of Liberia’s laws is the surest way to protect women 
and children against rape and other forms of sexual violence. 

It is a gross act of discrimination against Liberian women that a party fielding candidates across 
the country cannot include a single female. LEON wants to therefore remind political parties to 
make all efforts to recruit and promote women as leaders or to help them overcome the many 
barriers that we know exist in our country to their standing for election. LEON has noted 
incomplete primary processes with few women standing, deals being struck for who will pay the 
party most money to run, or seats being divided between members of coalitions without due 
consideration to gender inclusivity. LEON sees such actions by political parties as undermining 
efforts and support of international and local partners in helping Liberia achieve the minimum 

 
1 The UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and 
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights (ACHPR) on the Rights of Women in Africa 
(ACHPR - PW) exhort States to ensure that laws enacted ensure that women are equally represented at 
all levels of governance. 

 



required percentage of women political representation at the level of the National Legislature.  
Excuses are frequently made that women will not come forward or are not ‘strong enough’ as 
candidates. However, it is the party’s responsibility to provide a level playing field by removing 
barriers to women participation in the democratic process so that they too can be able to stand 
and win elections.  

 LEON therefore calls on all political parties to respect the laws as they relate to women’s political 
participation and representation and take concrete actions to have women included and 
presented as candidates. 

LEON calls on the National Elections Commission to be diligent in both setting standards for what 
might be considered adequate ‘endeavours to ensure’ the 30% threshold and to reject any party 
lists that cannot show that they had women running in fair, open and transparent primary 
processes and afforded them sufficient help to make their bid worthwhile. 

 
ABOUT LEON 
LEON launched in May 2017 is a platform of four Liberian Civil Society Organizations: The Catholic 
Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia Crusaders for Peace (LCP), Federation of Liberia 
Youth (FLY) and National Union of Organizations for the Disabled (NUOD) with the goal of 
meaningfully contributing to democratization processes in Liberia. LEON observed the 2017 
elections with over 1000 observers and has observed subsequent by-elections. LEON has a core 
team in Monrovia and observers stationed in all 73 electoral districts of Liberia and a further 200 
surveyors. It will shortly be releasing results of a major survey into Violence Against Women in 
Elections and Politics; on voter registration, to ascertain the depth of update required, and 
knowledge of the constitutional referendum. 
 
LEON receives technical support from the Carter Center and funding from the Swedish 
Cooperation for the conduct of this survey and would like to extend thanks and appreciation to 
both for enabling us to conduct this research.  
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