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This	statement	is	based	on	the	observations	of	the	LEON	8-member	core	team	and	3	
Long	Term	Observers,	one	in	each	electoral	district,	who	have	been	working	since	the	start	
of	the	campaign.	LEON	has	trained	an	additional	31	short	term	observers	who	are	based	in	
different	 polling	 places	 around	 the	 county	 for	 election	 day.	 This	 statement	 includes	
campaign	and	election	day	activities.	
	
Summary	
The	Grand	Cape	Mount	County	Senatorial	by-election	is	underway	and	LEON	is	pleased	that	
this	 important	by-election	 is	proceeding	on	schedule	and	voting	has	been	peaceful	so	far.	
However,	turnout	seems	to	be	low.	The	campaign	was	low	key	which	may	have	led	to	voter	
apathy.	The	campaign	was	 largely	peaceful	except	 for	one	violent	 incident	 in	Mano	River	
Kongo,	and	two	other	smaller	incidents	in	Lofa	Bridge	and	Tiene.		
	
Background	
Grand	Cape	Mount	County	is	amongst	the	counties	with	lower	voting	population	of	66,389	
registered	voters	 from	the	2017	statistics.	There	are	76	polling	precincts	and	171	polling	
places.	The	by-election	was	necessitated	by	the	death	of	Hon.	Edward	B.	Dagoseh	who	died	
in	June	of	this	year.	Security	is	fully	deployed	across	the	county	with	222	officers.	There	are	
6	political	parties	and	one	independent	candidate	contesting	the	senatorial	by-election.		
	
	
LEON’S	FINDINGS:	
	
Election	preparations	
Replacement	 of	 lost	 and	 damaged	 voter	 identification	 cards	 is	 a	 requirement	 under	 the	
New	Elections	Law	of	Liberia.	This	has	happened	in	every	election	especially	by-elections.	
Replacement	 of	 lost	 and	 damaged	 voters’	 cards	 for	 the	 Grand	 Cape	 Mount	 County	
senatorial	by	election	was	 to	have	 taken	place	 from	26-31	August	2019,	according	 to	 the	
NEC	 calendar	but	was	 cancelled.	This	means	 that	 any	person	who	 lost	 or	damaged	 their	
voting	cards	are	unable	to	take	part	in	today’s	process.	
LEON	Long	Term	Observers	observed	the	training	of	Electoral	Supervisors	from	September	
27	to	28th,	of	 	presiding	officers	and	voter	identification	officers	on	September	29,	 	while	
ballot	 box	 controllers,	 queue	 controllers	 and	 ballot	 paper	 issuers	 were	 trained	 on	
September	30.		The	training	was	assessed	to	be	of	good	quality.	The	final	registration	rolls	
were	posted	well	in	advance	at	the	various	precincts	across	the	county	which	is	welcomed	
by	LEON.		Election	materials	were	also	delivered	on	time.		



LEON	long	term	observers	reported	that	voter	information	leading	to	the	by-elections	was	
done	largely	by	NEC	staff	with	the	posting	of	flyers,	use	of	megaphones	by	NEC	staffers,	and	
radio	jingles	in	English	and	Vai.	People	were	generally	assessed	to	be	aware	of	the	election	
but	detailed	voter	 education	was	 lacking.	While	messaging	 targeted	people	with	walking	
disabilities	none	mentioned	people	with	visual	disability	and	the	use	of	tactile	ballot	guides.		
	
The	Campaign	
LEON	observed	that	freedom	of	speech	and	freedom	of	assembly	were	generally	respected	
with	no	 incidents	of	 intimidation	being	 reported	during	 the	 course	of	 the	 campaign.	The	
campaign	was	generally	 low	key	and	conducted	by	way	of	posters,	 small	meetings,	drive	
by’s	 and	 radio.	 LEON	observers	 attended	 two	 large	 campaigns	 and	 reported	no	 abuse	of	
state	resources	used	in	favor	of	any	candidates.	
The	atmosphere	was	generally	peaceful	except	 for	3	 incidents	 in	Mano	River	Kongo,	Lofa	
Bridge	and	Tienii.	 In	Mano	River	Kongo,	 there	was	fighting	between	partisans	of	 the	PUP	
candidate	and	the	Unity	Party	Candidate,	including	former	County	Superintendent	Tenneh	
Simpson	Kpedebah,	on	the	evening	of	September	24.	Both	sides	have	accused	each	other	of	
starting	the	incident	but	there	was	destruction	of	the	house	of	Madam	Simpson-Kpedebah	
and	 the	 radio	 station	 owned	 by	 the	 PUP.	 Police	 have	 confirmed	 that	 two	 people	 were	
injured	 and	 say	 they	 are	 investigating	 the	 incident.	 However,	 Police	 have	 admitted	 to	
having	just	3	officers	assigned	to	the	district.		
In	 Tienii,	 all	 the	 candidates’	 posters	were	 torn	 down	 on	 the	 night	of	 13th	 September	 by	
unknown	people	 from	all	 locations	both	public	 and	private.	Tearing	of	 campaign	posters	
from	public	places	is	a	campaign	violation	and	can	lead	to	serious	tension.	In	Lofa	Bridge,	
on	 September	 5,	 the	 ANC	 district	 campaign	 manager,	 Momo	 D.	 Bai,	 held	 a	 meeting	 to	
explain	why	the	ANC	wanted	to	withdraw	Simeon	Taylor’s	candidacy	 from	the	senatorial	
race.	The	meeting	was	halted	by	him	being		shouted	down	by	Simeon	Taylor’s	supporters	
demanding	that	Taylor	stand	for	election.	The	ANC	withdrew	their	endorsement	of	Taylor,	
in	 favour	of	 the	UP	candidate	 so	as	 to	maintain	 their	 collaboration.	When	Simeon	Taylor	
refused	to	withdraw	his	candidacy	the	ANC	requested	the		NEC	to	withdraw	his	name	from	
the	 race.	 The	 NEC	 determined	 that	 the	 candidate	 has	 to	 request	 to	withdraw,	 the	 party	
cannot	withdraw	on	his	behalf	so	Taylor	remains	on	the	ballot	under	the	ANC	party	banner.			
	
Election	Day	Findings	
These	findings	are	based	on	27	of	the	40	observers	who	have	cellphone	coverage	in	their	
precincts:	
	
LEON	observers	reported	that	all	polling	places	opened	on	time	with	opening	procedures	
done	correctly	in	front	of	party	agents.	Between	5	to	7	party	agents	were	present	in	each	
polling	place,	from	across	the	spectrum	of	candidates,	giving	a	large	degree	of	transparency	
to	the	process.	LEON	is	not	aware	of	any	official	complaints	at	the	time	of	this	conference.	
All	LEON	observers	that	are	able	to	report	so	far	have	been	allowed	to	observe	the	process	
freely.	
However,	 there	 was	 a	 shortage	 of	 polling	 staff	 in	 around	 a	 third	 of	 all	 polling	 places	
observed,	resulting	in	poor	queue	control	or	the	Presiding	officer	to	have	to	do	the	work	of	
other	staff	especially	the	Voter	Identification	Officer.	The	NEC	has	informed	LEON	that	they	
have	been	sending	standby	staff	out	to	affected	Polling	Places.	



	
Voting		
Voting	 procedures	were	well	 conducted	 and	 the	 secrecy	 of	 the	 voting	was	 protected.	 In	
four	 polling	 places	 the	 Ballot	 Paper	 Issuer	 did	 not	 explain	 to	 the	 voters	 how	 to	 vote	
correctly	
The	biggest	problem	observed	was	that	of	people	queuing	several	times	in	one	precinct	in	
order	to	find	the	correct	polling	place	to	vote.	The	shortage	of	queue	controllers	meant	that	
people	were	not	properly	directed.	This	slowed	the	election	with	people	often	 taking	 ten	
minutes	at	each	voter	identification	station.	Where	people	went	to	the	correct	polling	place	
first,	or	were	in	a	precinct	with	only	one	polling	place,	voter	identification	took	less	than	a	
minute.	 LEON	 believes	 that	 dividing	 the	 register	 between	 polling	 places	 by	 name	 rather	
than	by	number	would	greatly	ease	this	problem	in	future	elections.	
Additional	to	this,	there	were	cases	where	a	few	people	were	not	found	at	all	on	the	voter	
lists	and	were	turned	away.	This	was	observed	in	Median	Public	School,	(Precinct	12040,	
District	#2)	Sinje	Public	School	(District	#2)	Kperneje	(Precinct	12049),	Tan	Public	School	
(Precinct	 12055	 District	 #1),	 Islamic	 Model	 School	 (Precinct	 12064,	 District	 #2),	
Robertsport	High	School	 (Precinct	12063,	District	#2)	 		and	most	notably	 in	Tienii	Public	
School	(12008,	District	#3),	Kingjor	Town	Hall	(12018,	District	#2).	
In	the	Islamic	Model	School,	one	lady	with	a	valid	voter	card	was	allowed	to	vote	after	not	
being	found	on	the	voter	list	at	any	of	the	four	polling	places.	
	
ABOUT LEON: 
LEON	has	deployed	3	Long	Term	observers	and	31	short	term	observers	across	all	Districts	
of	 Grand	 Cape	Mount	 County	 and	 a	 core	 team	 of	 8	 analysts	 from	 September	 to	 present.	
They	have	been	observing	the	work	of	the	election	commission,	the	campaign	and	holding	
meetings	 with	 the	 candidates.	 LEON	 has	 also	 been	 observing	 the	 general	 political	
environment	and	monitoring	political	posts	across	Facebook	and	statements	in	the	press.		
The	Liberia	Elections	Observation	Network	(LEON),	launched	in	May	2017	is	a	platform	of	
four	Liberian	Civil	Society	Organizations:	The	Catholic	Justice	and	Peace	Commission	(JPC),	
Liberia	Crusaders	for	Peace	(LCP),	Federation	of	Liberia	Youth	(FLY)	and	National	Union	of	
Organizations	for	the	Disabled	(NUOD)	with	the	goal	of	meaningfully	contributing	to	
democratization	processes	in	Liberia.	LEON	observed	the	2017	elections	with	over	1000	
observers	and	has	observed	subsequent	by-elections.	LEON	has	a	 core	 team	 in	Monrovia	
and	observers	stationed	in	all	73	electoral	districts	of	Liberia.	It	is	currently	advocating	on	
electoral	 reform	 issues	 and	 has	 recently	 released	 a	 survey	 report	 into	 electoral	 reform	
issues	capturing	the	perceptions	of	over	5000	people.	
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