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LEON	deployed	17	Long	Term	observers	across	all	Districts	of	Montserrado	from	June	5	to	
present.	 They	 observed	 the	 June	 7	 protests	 and	 political	 rallies	 and	 meetings	 of	 some	
candidates	of	the	Montserrado	senatorial	by-	elections.	LEON	has	also	continued	to	monitor	
posts	across	facebook	and	statements	in	the	press	across	this	period.	
	
JUNE	7	PROTESTS	
LEON	is	happy,	with	all	other	Liberian’s	that	the	‘Save	the	State’	protest	occurred	without	
major	 incident	 and	 that	 people	 were	 largely	 able	 to	 exercise	 their	 democratic	 rights	 of	
freedoms	of	speech	and	assembly.	The	presence	of	the	security	forces	was	extremely	large.	
`Although	 the	 peace	 was	 kept,	 the	 presence	 of	 so	 many	 heavily	 armed	 police,	 the	
establishment	of	barricades	the	day	before	and	the	checking	of	protestor	ID	cards	were	all	
considered	to	be	intimidatory	measures	by	many	of	the	people	present.		
Also,	the	blocking	of	social	media	by	the	government	on	the	day	of	the	protest	caused	a	public	
outcry	and	was	seen	as	a	restriction	of	freedom	of	speech	and	access	to	information	in	as	
manner	instituted	by	repressive	regimes.	
	The	continued	imprisonment	of	people	who	were	part	of	the	protests	is	a	major	concern	of	
the	 public,	 when	 pro	 government	 attackers	 involved	 in	 the	 similar	 acts	 have	 not	 been	
arrested.	 This	 action	does	 not	 indicate	 the	 necessary	 impartiality	 Liberia	National	 Police	
should	be	playing.	Likewise,	the	attempted	arrest	of	a	sitting	representative,	contrary	to	the	
constitution,	is	also	a	grave	concern.	
On	the	positive	side	the	protest	was	very	peaceful	with	just	a	few	incidents	reported	by	LEON	
observers,	most	of	which	were	concentrated	along	the	road	during	the	morning	hours	and	
involved	 resistance	 to	 searches.	 One	 observer	 witnessed	 protesters	 hitting	 the	 car	 of	
Honorable	Saah	Joseph,	a	senator	of	the	Coalition	of	Democratic	Change.	
The	 first	 group	 of	 protesters	 of	 around	 three	 thousand	 (3,000)	 persons	 was	 	 led	 by	
Honorable	Yekeh	Kuluba,	Benoni	Urey	of	the	All	Liberian	Party,	and	Mr.	Martin	Kollie,	a	vocal	
Student	leader	of	the	University	of	Liberia.	They	were	followed	by	the	Control	Crowd	Unit,	
led	by	Alexander	Cummings	of	the	Alternative	National	Congress.	They	shouted	slogans	as	
they	peacefully	walked	toward	Capitol	Hill,	the	designated	assembly	location,	such	as	‘We	
need	justice’	,	‘Tweah	should	be	removed’	and	‘we	are	experiencing	economic	hardship’.			
More	people	joined	the	group	later.	It	is	difficult	to	give	an	estimate	without	an	aerial	view	
but	 piecing	 together	 reports	 from	 different	 places	 along	 the	 route	 the	 crowd	 could	 be	
estimated	at	between	8,000	to	10,000	at	its	peak.		



Although	social	media	was	blocked	in	Liberia	many	prominent	citizens	were	posting	through	
VPNs	on	the	day	of	the	protest,	mostly	livestreaming	activities	at	the	rally.	Some	members	of	
the	government	posted	admitting	to	having	blocked	social	media.	The	CDC	website	had	a	lot	
of	derisory	postings	calling	the	protest	a	failed	coup	amongst	other	things.	
Negative	 posts	 have	 continued	 since	 the	 protest	 with	 language	 such	 as	 ‘stupid’	 and		
‘criminals’	depending	on	 the	 side	of	 the	debate	 the	 commentator	 is	on.	The	most	hateful	
messages	have	been	directed	against	Hon,	Yekeh	Kolubah.		
	

ELECTION	RALLIES		
In	a	positive	move,	CDC	moved	their	planned	rally	to	launch	their	senatorial	and	District	#15	
campaigns	from	8	June	to	avoid	potential	clashes	should	protestors	remain	in	the	streets	in	
demands	of	their	concerns.		
However,	 some	 smaller	meetings	were	 held	 in	 different	 parts	 of	 town.	Madam	MacDella	
Cooper	held	a	meeting	at	a	school	in	Clara	Town	and	CDC	held	rallies	for	Abu	Kamara	at	their	
office	in	New	Kru	Town	and	for	Paulitta	Wie	at	their	headquarters	.	None	of	these	events	had	
more	than	100	people	in	attendance.	Campaign	posters	for	different	candidates	have	also	
started	going	up	around	town.	

	
CONCLUSIONS	
LEON	 commends	 all	 sides:	 the	 government	 and	 the	 Council	 of	 Patriots	 for	 the	 peaceful	
protest	 against	 the	 much	 anticipated	 chaotic	 city	 during	 the	 protest.	 This	 is	 a	 sign	 that	
Liberia’s	democracy	is	maturing.	LEON	exhorts	people	on	both	sides	of	the	debate	to	tone	
down	their	language	in	advance	of	future	events	and	for	the	police	to	take	a	lower	profile	in	
handling	 cases	 like	 these	 in	 the	 future.	 The	 state	 should	 respect	 freedom	 of	 speech	 and	
assembly,	on	social	media	as	well	as	in	the	press.	Given	this,	Liberia’s	should	refrain	from	
hate	speech	of	any	kind.		
	
LEON AS AN OBSERVATION NETWORK:  
The Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON), launched in May 2017 is a platform of four Liberian 
Civil Society Organizations: The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia Crusaders for Peace 
(LCP), Federation of Liberia Youth (FLY) and National Union of Organizations for the Disabled (NUOD) 
with the goal to meaningfully contribute to democratization processes in Liberia. LEON observed the 32017 
elections with over 1000 observers and has observed subsequent bi elections. LEON has a core team in 
Monrovia and observers stationed in all 73 electoral districts of Liberia. It will be observing the Montserrado 
bi elections and is currently advocating on electoral reform issues.  
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