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LEON is concerned about the increasing tension and high number of incidents in 

these elections compared to 2017. LEON expresses concern over the seizer of ballot 

boxes from four polling places in Gbarpulo County on suspicion of people from 

Sierra Leone coming to vote illegally and asks the NEC to provide a current update 

on the status of these ballot boxes.  

  

Distinguished Ladies and gentlemen of the press, as a local election’s observation body-LEON 

has been observing and monitoring the elections campaign around the country since July. 

Election day observers are stationed in 700 polling places that have been randomly selected 

according to population distribution and in remote as well as urban and rural areas. This report 

is based on the checklists received so far by 380 observers who monitored opening and morning 

voting.  LEON is a neutral election observation organization and all observed sign a pledge 

that they will report accurately and impartially. 

From our observation up to press time, 20% of polling places opened late due to  missing 

materials or late arrival of polling staff. In  Precinct 30120, Duport Road Montserrado, four 

polling places did not open until 12.00p.m. due to polling staff not having received their 

contracts from the NEC. In Gbartaoh Palava Hut, Montserrado district 17 all polling places  

received the wrong copies of the FRR. The correct copies reached them after 11.00a.m. but 

LEON observers noted that most voters had already left.  

Opening procedures were generally followed although ballots were not counted in the presence 

of observers and party agents in 12% of polling places observed and the presiding office did 

not complete the worksheet before opening the polls in 4% of polling places.  

LEON observed poor queue management in 28% of polling places observed, despite numbers 

in the queue being generally lower than in 2017 and it generally took around 5 minutes to 

process each voter.  

However, it was taking a long time to tear off, and stamp the ballots and for people to mark 

them. People were not properly distanced in half the polling places observed. Voters were also 

generally not washing their hands but they were mostly wearing masks.  

LEON did not observe voters receiving any explanation of how to mark their ballots in 30% of 

polling places and LEON witnessed some voters helping each other behind the screens, in 

breach of secrecy of the ballot. 10% of polling places were observed to be not fully observing 

secrecy of the vote. There were no posters in polling places explaining that they need to mark 

the referendum ballots 8 times and LEON is concerned that this could result in an extremely 

high number of invalid ballots.  



Polling procedures were not always followed. Voters cards were not seen to be checked in 11% 

of polling places observed and the voter identification did not turn away voters whose thumb 

was already inked in a 13% of polling places. People coming without a valid voter card and 

being allowed to vote was seen in 7% of polling places observed. These are important 

safeguards against multiple voting which could lead to challenges by political parties.  

 

Finding people on the voter list was faster than in 2017 due to people appearing alphabetically, 

and LEON welcomes this change. However, LEON observed people being turned away 

because they could not be found on the FRR in 20% of polling places observed. One of these 

was Rep. Solomon George of Montserrado District 7, who disrupted the process when he was 

not allowed to vote. This all  indicates that problems from the 2017 list have not been resolved.  

 

Incidents of concern 

LEON observed CDC party agents in Barshell School, Montserrado District 3, beating a 

Presiding Officer after he asked to leave the polling place for trying to coerce voters and 

threatening polling staff. Police came to handle the situation but it is not yet clear if anyone has 

been arrested.  

LEON observers in Grand Bassa witnessed bussing of voters to polling places overnight, Front 

Page Africa also reported people being bussed from Montserrado to Bomi overnight. LEON 

observed bussing in both these counties as well and in Grand Cape Mount during the voter 

registration update and is concerned that this will cause more clashes between the candidates 

today.  

Youths seized ballot boxes from four polling places in Gbarpulo County because they 

suspected people from Sierra Leone were coming to vote illegally. This has confirmed by the 

Assistant County Magistrate.  

LEON has noted vote buying by people from the office of the County Superintendent of Grand 

Bassa who was witnessed giving money to voter in District 5. The Presiding officer of Precinct 

24123 in Margibi District 4 was observed telling people how to vote and CDC party agents in 

the same district were seen doing the same to voters in the queue.  CPP local leaders were seen 

campaigning in the voter queues in Grand Cape Mount District 3 precinct 12008 and  River 

Gee District 1 precinct 42033.   

There have been a few incidents of voters trying to vote more than once or found with more 

than one voter card or ballot paper.  

CPP and CDC observers are in all polling places and they and national obse4rvers were all 

allowed to observe the processes freely .  

 

Social media  

There are a number of issues trending on social media that are not verified by LEON observers: 



Charles Collins, a CPP observer posted at around 10.00 that there were pre marked ballots 

being entered into the polling place at the Don Bosco youth center in New Mataldi, 

Montserrado District 9.  

Sanjay M. Lue posted to the Costa show that NEC staff in the Cavalry Mission school in 

Paynesville,  were entering the polling booths to direct people who to vote for. He called 

for CPP and Dillon supporters to come out to stop them.  

SKTV reported that there was an open ballot box discovered at Friendly campus in Ganta 

district no.1 Nimba County, 

There has been some on line campaigning today, telling people who to vote for, by both 

CDC and CPP. Mulbah Morlu of CDC went as far as to show his ballot paper, which is in 

contravention of the no photograph rule. 

The last few days of the campaign  

LEON LTOs reported that there was campaigning the day before the election in 14 districts by 

CPP, CDC and independent candidates. This is contrary to the election law.  

Our observes also notes there were 16 clashes between supporters of CPP and CDC in the last 

few days of the campaign, the most serious being the widely reported incident in Grand Cape 

Mount on Saturday 5th.  All clashes were observed to be due to mobilization of youth, which 

the parties and candidates themselves pay for and could therefore stop if they wished to. 

LTO’s reported that there was little or no voter education on the referendum taking place in 15 

of the 73 electoral districts prior to the election. They assessed that there was understanding in 

most areas that there would be a referendum and that there are 8 propositions to be voted on, 

However, there was poor understanding of what these propositions are and how to mark the 

ballot, also that most people have not made up their minds how they would vote.   

 

About LEON 

The Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON), launched in May 2017 is a platform of four 

Liberian Civil Society Organizations: The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia 

Crusaders for Peace (LCP), Federation of Liberia Youth (FLY) and National Union of 

Organizations for the Disabled (NUOD) with the goal to meaningfully contribute to 

democratization processes in Liberia. LEON has a core team in Monrovia and observers stationed 

in all 73 electoral districts of Liberia as well as a team of social media monitors.  

LEON has trained and deployed 700 observers around the country for election day who have been 

trained on polling and counting procedures. Observers complete detailed checklists and send these 

reports at set times by SMS directly to the LEON database so that our data can be analysed in real 

time. They also phone if they witness a serious incident so that LEON can report this to the 

relevant authorities.  

LEON will continue observing the tally and results process around the country in order to ensure 

the utmost transparency. 



All of LEONs reports and surveys are available on its website. LEON receives funding from the 

Swedish Cooperation and Irish Aid and technical support from the Carter Center and would like 

to express its appreciation to these partners.  

 

Contact Information:  

Mr. Augustine S.M. Tamba, Head of Secretariat 

LEON, 

Atlantis Beach Hotel, Mamba Point, Monrovia 

Tel: (+231) 0886468245 

Email: info@leonobservation.org 

Website: www.leonobservation.org 
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