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LEON	PRESS	STATEMENT	FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE	

Monday		July		29,	2019		-	3.00p.m.	

Monrovia:			
LEON	 is	 happy	 that	 the	 long	 awaited	 Montserrado	 Senatorial	 and	 District	 #15	 by-
elections	are	finally	underway.	LEON	observers	report	that,	despite	the	heavy	downpour	
this	morning,	the	majority	of	Polling	Places	managed	to	open	on	time.		
	
Up	to	 time	of	going	 to	press	here	have	been	no	reports	of	serious	 incidents	but	a	 few	
minor	incidents	have	been	observed.	Turnout	has	been	extremely	low,	possibly	due	to	
voters	being	confused	on	the	final	decision	on	the	date.	
	
Yet	again	there	have	been	accusations	of	inaccuracies	in	the	Final	Registration	Roll	(FRR)	
that	are	damaging	the	credibility	of	the	election.	Since	the	pen	drives	with	the	FRR	where	
only	distributed	on	Thursday	there	is	no	time	to	do	an	audit.	The	NEC	has	not	distributed	
certified	 copies	 of	 the	 2017	 FRR	 for	 comparison	 and	 the	 more	 details	 information	
available	on	the	NEC	website	is	from	the	Provisional	Registration	Roll,	which	had	major	
problems	of	 voters	being	 assigned	 to	 the	wrong	precinct,	 and	 thus	 is	 not	 suitable	 for	
comparison.		
	
This	 report	 is	 based	 on	 findings	 from	 239	 LEON	 observers	 in	 225	 separate	 Polling	
Precincts	as	of	2.00	pm	on	election	day.	
	
Final	election	preparations	
	
The	NEC	distributed	the	final	registration	roll	to	the	political	parties	and	observers	on	the	
afternoon	of	Thursday	24	July.	This	was	very	late	for	any	checks	to	be	done	and	parties	
were	 not	 given	 certified	 copies	 of	 the	 2017	 FRR	 for	 comparison.	 The	 opposition	
collaborating	political	parties	analyzed	the	data	against	the	2017	data	available	on	the	
NEC	website,	having	no	other	data	for	comparison.	They	looked	at	the	district	maps	which	
give	the	total	number	of	voters	registered	at	each	Polling	Precinct.	This	showed	many	
discrepancies	and	one	new	Precinct,	Daina	E	Davis,	that	was	not	present	on	the	2017	map.	
They	then	presented	this	information	to	the	NEC	commission	who	said	they	would	look	
into	it	and	invited	the	technical	people	from	the	party	to	meet	with	their	IT	department.	
In	 the	 meantime,	 the	 opposition	 coalition	 made	 a	 statement	 to	 the	 press	 Saturday	
afternoon	complaining	about	this.	
	
LEON	met	with	the	NEC	IT	department	on	Saturday	27	July	who	stated	that	the	website	
information	was	dated	20	July	2017,	and	was	of	the	Provisional	Registration	Roll,	(PRR)	
and	 reminded	 us	 of	 the	 large	 clean-up	 operation,	 reassigning	 voters	 assigned	 to	 the	
wrong	polling	place,	and	de-duplication,	that	followed	the	publication	of	the	VRR.	
	



The	final	voter	registration	statistics	available	on	the	website	do	match	the	data	given	on	
24	July	2019,	but	this	is	less	detailed	than	the	maps,	giving	only	district	level	figures.	
	
By	Sunday	28	July	the	NEC	had	updated	the	website	maps.	From	a	limited	assessment	in	
the	time	available,	the	new	maps	do	match	the	pen	drive	information	but	still	have	the	
date	of	20	June	2017	on	them.	Taking	down	the	original	information	is	not	helpful	since	
contestants	may	conclude	that	the	NEC	is	changing	the	database.	
	
The	 opposition	 collaborating	 political	 parties	 have	 spent	 more	 time	 looking	 at	
discrepancies	between	the	 information	 from	the	 	 first	set	of	maps	and	the	pen	drives.	
They	have	not	been	given	the	explanation	given	to	LEON.		
	
It	is	unclear	if	there	is	a	single	cohesive	explanation	for	the	discrepancies	at	this	stage.	
However,	the	NEC	communication	on	the	issue	is	poor	to	say	the	least.	The	fact	that	the	
pen	drives	with	the	FRR	were	given	so	late	for	checking,	especially	considering	the	time	
they	had	to	prepare	through	the	delay;	that	they	did	not	give	copies	of	the	2017	FRR	for	
comparison	as	requested;	or	check	that	the	website	was	accurate	before	putting	it	back	
up,	have	all	contributed	to	undermining	confidence	in	the	process.	Considering	the	nature	
of	the	court	case	in	2017,	much	of	it	concerning	the	credibility	of	the	FRR,	this	is	a	serious	
omission.	
	
Other	preparations	 in	 the	 final	week	 including	 training	of	polling	staff	and	delivery	of	
materials.	Observers	 in	 four	electoral	district	noted	that	 the	population	were	not	very	
aware	of	the	new	date	for	the	election.	
	
Closing	of	the	campaign	
	
The	majority	of	the	Senatorial	candidates	and	four	District	15	Representative	
candidates	held	closing	rallies	on	the	last	night	of	the	campaign,	July	27.	The	Senatorial	
rallies	were	well	spaced	across	the	County	and	were	all	peaceful.	The	largest	rallies	
were	for	Darius Dillion in District 10 and at CDC headquarters for Paulita Wie, both of 
which had good security. There was little or no security present at the other rallies which may 
indicate that the police were stretched thinly. Government vehicles were observed being used 
in support of Paulita Wie’s campaign. 
	
Having so many rallies in District 15 meant that people marching to the rally sites crossed paths 
resulting in violent clashes between supporters of Telia Urey and Abu Kamara in Logan Town. 
The clash happened close to the ALP office and the LEON observer overhead CDCians saying 
they were going to burn the office down. The police responded with tear gas and firing bullets 
in the air, partly to clear the way for the President’s motorcade. Property was damaged and 
several Urey supporters and one Kamara supporter were injured.  
	
LEON is seriously concerned at the provocation by CDCians carrying caskets with the 
picture of Miss. Urey in District #15 at the climax of campaign. LEON condemns this 
incitement in the stronger terms and calls on the Liberian national police to do all it can in its 
power to look into the matter.       
 
	
	



Election	day	
	
The	following	information	is	based	on	239	reports	that	had	been	submitted	before	1.00.	
	
The	majority	of	polling	places	opened	on	time,	However,	18%	opened	more	than	half	an	
hour	late	due	to	either	missing	polling	materials	or	late	polling	staff.	All	six	polling	places	
in	 Duport	 Road,	 Baptist	 Church,	 Precinct	 30120,	 opened	 after	 10.00	 due	 to	 rain	
destroying	the	tarpaulin	roof.	Polling	staff	worked	together	to	reconstruct	it.	
	
Turnout	was	generally	 low.	Although	much	of	 this	can	be	put	down	to	 the	rain,	LEON	
observers	had	noted	that	some	voters	were	not	aware	of	the	new	election	date.	Despite	
lack	of	queues,		poor	line	management	was	still	observed	in	13	Polling	Precincts.	
	
Opening	procedures	were	generally	followed	correctly	as	were	polling	procedures.	The	
new	instruction	to	polling	staff,	announced	by	the	NEC	chairman	on	Monday,	to	call	out	
each	voter’s	name	as	they	are	identified,	was	not	generally	or	consistently	followed.	Party	
agents	were	often	reminding	the	Voter	Identification	Officer	to	call	the	names	and	were	
not	being	permitted	to	stand	near	the	VIO	to	verify	the	names	for	themselves.	LEON	had	
welcomed	 the	new	procedures	 from	 the	NEC,	 especially	given	 the	new	attacks	on	 the	
credibility	of	the	FRR,	so	it	is	disappointing	that	many	staff	were	not	properly	instructed.	
Despite	this,	LEON	observers	rate	ninety	percent	of	Polling	Places	as	Good	or	Very	Good.	
	
Almost	 20%	 of	 Polling	 Places	 were	 not	 accessible	 for	 persons	 with	 disability	 or	 the	
elderly.	Voters	needing	assistance	was	observed	in	one	third	of	polling	places.	They	were	
mostly	 helped	 to	 mark	 their	 ballots	 by	 a	 person	 of	 their	 choice,	 as	 per	 the	 polling	
procedures.	 However,	 in	 17	 Polling	 Places	 observed,	 a	 member	 of	 the	 polling	 staff	
assisted	them.			
		
LEON	observers	witnessed	two	separate	incidents	of	fights	between	voters	in	the	queue,	
one	involving	a	senior	government	official.	The	police	dealt	with	incidents	successfully.		
	
In	Logan	Town,	district	#15,	a	man	was	arrested	for	trying	to	vote	twice.	Three	voters	at	
Marvii	Sonii	school,	district	#14,	were	denied	the	vote	despite	having	found	their	names	
on	the	voter	list	exhibited	at	the	Precinct.		
	
	
LEON	AS	AN	OBSERVATION	NETWORK:		
	
LEON	has	deployed	17	Long	Term	observers	across	all	Districts	of	Montserrado	and	a	
core	team	of	five	analysts	from	June	5	to	present.	They	have	been	observing	the	work	of	
the	 election	 commission,	 replacement	 of	 lost	 and	 damaged	 cards,	 the	 campaign	 and	
holding	meetings	with	the	candidates.	LEON	has	also	been	observing	the	general	political	
environment	and	monitoring	political	posts	across	Facebook	and	statements	in	the	press.	
	
The	Liberia	Elections	Observation	Network	(LEON),	launched	in	May	2017	is	a	platform	of	
four	Liberian	Civil	Society	Organizations:	The	Catholic	Justice	and	Peace	Commission	(JPC),	
Liberia	Crusaders	for	Peace	(LCP),	Federation	of	Liberia	Youth	(FLY)	and	National	Union	of	
Organizations	 for	 the	 Disabled	 (NUOD)	 with	 the	 goal	 to	 meaningfully	 contribute	 to	



democratization	processes	 in	Liberia.	LEON	observed	the	2017	elections	with	over	1000	
observers	and	has	observed	subsequent	by-elections.		
	
LEON	has	a	core	team	in	Monrovia	and	observers	stationed	in	all	73	electoral	districts	of	
Liberia.	The	17	Monterrado	long	term	observers	have	been	working	since	June	5.	It	has	
trained	and	deployed	390	observers	for	the	Montserrado	by	elections	who	are	stationed	
in	approximately	half	of	all	polling	precincts	and	20%	of	polling	places.	They	have	been	
observing	opening	and	voting	and	will	continue	to	observe	until	the	finish	of	closing.	The	
observers	report	on	different	checklists	on	the	various	processes	and	send	in	findings	by	
text	 directly	 to	 a	 computer	 database.	 Further	 statements	 will	 be	 released	 on	 voting,	
counting	and	tallying	processes.	
	
	
	
Contact	Information:		
Mr.	Augustine	S.	M.	Tamba,	Head	of	Secretariat	
LEON,		
Atlantis	beach	Hotel,	Mamba	Point,	Monrovia	
Tel:	(+231)	08864	68245	
E-mail:	tambasm@gmail.com		
	

	
	
	
	


