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LEON calls for high level of protection for the NEC staff and  voters in both areas should 

elections take place, so as to restore confidence in election processes.   LEON also calls on 

the police to investigate and arrest perpetrators of  serious crimes whilst releasing 

demonstrators if there is no evidence of crimes committed.  

The Liberia Elections Observation Network is continuing to follow the delayed elections 

in Nomodatanau, Gbarpulo and re-run elections to be held in two Polling Precincts in 

Grand Kru.  These Senatorial races are very tight in these counties so tensions are high.  

In Nomodatanau, NEC staff were beaten when trying to hold the elections on 15th and 

townspeople, particularly women, were intimidated and raped. In Grand Kru 10 people 

were arrested for demonstrating outside the tally center over changed results. The 

demonstration was initially peaceful and justified due to the circumstances and LEON 

calls on the authorities to take this into consideration. 

Delayed election in Gbarpulo 

As more information comes to light LEON’s concerns are deepened over the events 

surrounding the delay of elections in  four polling places in Nomodatanau, Kongba district, 

Gbarpolu.  LEON observers were not permitted to enter the town on 14 and 15 December by 

the local security forces but are keeping in close contact with people inside the town. There are 

only 449 ballots separating Mdm. Botoe Kanneh and the CDC candidate Alfred Gayflor 

Koiwood so both candidates are keen to have their supporters allowed to vote without 

intimidation. 

However, as previously reported, Mdm. Kanneh was prevented from entering the village to 

campaign and her supporters attacked on Monday 14th, causing serious injury. It was reported 

to LEON observers that the Town Chief and Paramount Chief siezed the voting materials on 

Monday 14th and marked the ballots for people whose voter cards they collected earlier, putting 

them in the ballot boxes. In the process of this seizure the NEC staff were badly beaten. Women 

from the town supporting Mdm. Kanneh seized the stuffed  ballot boxes and destroyed the pre 

marked ballots. In the ensuing riot two women are reported to have been raped.  

On 15th, the date the delayed election was meant to be held, the town chief put the country devil 

out to stop women and any men who are not part of the society being able to come out on to 

the street. This is the first time this traditional system has been used to stop people in an election 

process and LEON finds it highly concerning that this has been deployed. 

LEON understands that a mediation team has gone to the town to assess the situation and that 

the NEC is trying to talk to the candidates. It is deeply troubling that, after the problems of both 

8 and 13 December, adequate security was not deployed to the town and that security prevented 

observers from entering. The impartiality of the security services must be investigated along 

with the complaints. NEC staff must be properly protected. 



The President has also been silent on the issue. LEON respectfully suggests that this is the time 

for him to be calling for calm and telling all sides, including CDC, to make sure the vote is 

allowed to be held fairly and transparently.  

 

Grand Kru changed results. 

Two results sheets arriving at the Grand Kru tally center on 9 December had results that differed 

to those on the results sheets held by party agents. These were for Wakpo, Precinct 18024, and 

Beloken, Precinct 18050.  

For Wakpo 200 votes had been added to the 41 votes received for the CDC candidate and the 

Presiding officer refused to appear before the hearing officer for clarification.  For Beloken the 

results showed 225 votes for CDC when the party agents copies showed 25 votes. There are 

currently only 400 votes in total between the top four candidates in Grand Kru so these figures 

are crucial. The magistrate called for a recount and found the seals on the ballot box had also 

been changed.  

The LEON tally center observers noted that a peaceful demonstration started outside the tally 

center by partisans wishing to make sure that the magistrate investigate fully. However, the 

police tried to disburse the crowd with tear gas which sparked emotions and damage to police 

vehicles. Ten people were arrested, including party agents, who have spent the last four days 

in prison. LEON assesses that if the magistrate had acted quicker to discount the fraudulent 

results the demonstration would not have happened and that also the police should not have 

used teargas on peaceful demonstrators.  

The NEC is determining whether to hold  a re-run or recount of these two polling places. Where 

the ballot seals were broken a recount may not be possible. A re-run is  likely to be tense and 

the leading candidate from LINU is naturally against this as an option, since he is only 26 votes 

ahead of the nearest other candidate, an independent. LEON requests the NEC to give  adequate 

notice of any re runs so that we can deploy observers to ensure transparency which should help 

mitigate tensions. 

 

Nimba and Grand Gedeh delayed  and re run elections 

LEON observed the 3 polling places in Nimba and in Grand Gedeh, where delayed elections 

were held on 15 December. These were necessitated by voting not having taken place on 8 

December. There was a lack of polling staff in  Tiapa Public School and Gbayee Public 

Schools, Upper Nimba, District 2, In Bargblor Public School, Grand Gedeh District 3, people 

were told not to vote on 8 December because the county name on the ballot box was incorrect.  

LEON observers noted that there were no problems through voting and counting on 15th 

December. 

The NEC re-ran the elections in Grand Gedeh, Jarwodee, Precinct 15026, on Saturday 19th 

December. The precinct has two polling places but they combined as one on December8th  

election day due to some of the ballot boxes having been damaged. The results from these two 



polling places had been quarantined due to the irregularity. Although there was no fraud and it 

would not change the election outcome, the NEC decided to re run the election for procedural 

reasons. LEON observed the re run and noted that there were no problems and it was well 

conducted.  

Referendum results 

The NEC has still to finish tallying results in the counties where there have been delayed or re- 

run elections, and in Sinoe where there was an arson attack on the NEC office.  

However, indications so far is that none of the propositions will received the 66.6% of valid 

votes cast needed to pass and that blank or invalid ballots will account for over half of the votes 

cast. This bears out what LEON and others said prior to the election – that there was insufficient 

voter education on the propositions. The fact that the ballots needed to be reprinted so close to 

the election meant that no one had seen them in sufficient time to inform people how to mark 

them, or what symbols and colors are being used, which would account for the remarkably high 

number of invalids. If the NEC had taken the advice of civil society organizations and waited 

until voter education had been done, this opportunity for constitutional change might not have 

been wasted. 

LEON hopes that there will be renewed efforts for deeper and more meaningful constitutional 

change in the future.  

Complaints Hearings 

LEON is continuing to observe complaints hearings at the level of the NEC hearing officer. 

However, the Hearing Officer has not been able to provide LEON with a full list of the 

complaints. 

A hearing was held on Monday 21st December of the CPP complaint against results in 

District # Montserrado. The complaint stated that that voters were denied from voting, that 

there were pre-marked ballots at the Dombosco Youth Center and that many people who 

were registered voters did not find their names on the FRR. The complaint was initially 

denied for lack of substantiating evidence, However,  CPP brought forward three witnesses 

who said they could not be found on the FRR. The hearing is continuing on Wednesday. 

Edith Gongloe Weh filled a complaint regarding alleged misconduct in Nimba on 12th 

December which has still not been resolved. There have been several continuances from both 

the NEC and Ms Weh, and the hearing is now scheduled for this afternoon. 

LEON calls upon the NEC to act professionally and speedily in dealing with complaints buy 

issuing details to observers and the media and in investigating allegations of fraud where they 

themselves hold the evidence in the form of election materials.  

  

 

About LEON 

The Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON), launched in May 2017 is a platform of four 

Liberian Civil Society Organizations: The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia 



Crusaders for Peace (LCP), Federation of Liberia Youth (FLY) and National Union of 

Organizations for the Disabled (NUOD) with the goal to meaningfully contribute to 

democratization processes in Liberia.  

LEON receives funding from the Swedish Cooperation and Irish Aid and technical support from 

the Carter Center and would like to express its appreciation to these partners.  

 

Methodology 

LEON has been observing and monitoring the elections campaign around the country since July 

with one Long Term Observers (LTOs) stationed in each county. They have been reported on 

local issues, election preparations and observing the voter registration update and the campaign. 

LEON has a core team in Monrovia that liaise with the NEC and political stakeholders at national 

level and analyse the findings of the LTOs. They also have a team of social media monitors who 

check on negative information being posted about candidates.  

LEON had 700 election day observers stationed in different polling precincts around the country 

that were randomly selected according to population distribution in remote as well as urban and 

rural areas. The observers reported on four different checklists at different times during the day. 

Reports come in real time through coded text messages directly to the LEON database. 

LEON has issued reports on the voter registration update, two pre election reports, two social 

media monitoring reports and four election and tallying statements so far, based on observer 

findings. These are available through the LEON website.    

LEON will continue to observe voting and counting where it is being held and is continuing to  

observe the referendum tally process in order to ensure the utmost transparency.  
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