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												Press	Statement	
	

July	 5,	 2017……….Monrovia:	 The	 Liberia	 Elections	 Observation	 Network	 (LEON)	 is	 today	
releasing	 its	report	on	the	exhibition	of	Provisional	Registration	Roll	 (PRR),	by	the	National	
Election	 Commission	 (NEC).	 LEON	 is	 a	 collaboration	 of	 the	 Catholic	 Justice	 and	 Peace	
Commission	 (JPC),	 Liberia	 Crusaders’	 for	 Peace,	 Federation	 of	 Liberia	 Youth	 (FLY),	 and	 the	
National	 Union	 of	 Organizations	 of	 the	 Disabled	 (NUOD).	 This	 is	 a	 non-partisan,	 citizens	
initiative	 driven	 by	 civil	 society	 organizations	 with	 the	 sole	 intent	 of	 contributing	 to	 the	
holding	of	a	free	democratic	election	come	October	2017.		

The	 report	 is	 divided	 into	 four	 parts:	 Executive	 summary,	 methodology,	 findings	 and	
recommendations.	

For	the	purpose	of	this	press	conference,	we	will	not	be	going	verbatim	through	the	content	
of	the	report,	but	have	captured	key	findings	from	the	report.		

LEON	has	128	fully	trained	Long	Term	Observers	(LTOs)	deployed	in	throughout	all	73	electoral	
districts	 across	 Liberia	and	 these	monitored	and	collected	key	pieces	of	data	during	 the	one	
week	Exhibition	of	the	PRR	which	was	held	from	June	12	–	17,	2017.	 	LTOs	are	assigned	 in	a	
team	of	two	per	electoral	district,	except	for	Montserrado	County	where	each	team	covers	two	
electoral	districts.		

LEON	observers	visited	548	Exhibition	Centers	(ECs)	to	monitor	the	exhibition	process.	During	
the	 week	 they	 also	 surveyed	 3033	 people	 across	 550	 separate	 communities	 to	 determine	
what	 percentage	 of	 the	 population	 are	 registered	 to	 vote,	 to	 gather	 information	 regarding	
their	experience	during	voter	registration	and	to	conduct	a	person	to	list	audit	of	the	PRR.	This	
means	that	they	collected	the	survey	interviewees	voter	registration	card	details,	then	visited	
the	corresponding	exhibition	center	to	check	to	see	if	those	details	were	correctly	entered	on	
the	 PRR.	 In	 this	 way	 LEON	 has	 an	 estimate	 of	 the	 accuracy	 of	 the	 PRR.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	
exhibition	week,	observers	visited	108	ECs	 to	check	 that	 the	Close	of	Exhibition	 forms	were	
correctly	displayed	and	 to	 collect	 information	on	 the	 total	 number	of	 requests	 for	 inclusion,	
missing	photos,	etc.	that	had	been	received	at	each	center.	This	provides	a	further	verification	
of	 the	accuracy	of	 the	PRR	and	the	 level	of	corrections	and	 inclusions	that	 the	NEC	needs	to	
address.		

LEON	observers	rated	the	exhibition	process	as	‘Good’	or	‘Very	Good’	in	82%	of	the	548		ECs	
observed.	 People	 surveyed	 also	 were	 generally	 very	 satisfied	 with	 the	 voter	 registration	
process	with	96%	of	the	3033	respondents	rating	their	experience	as	‘Good’	or	‘Very	Good’.	
However,	 4%	 of	 the	 2082	 respondents	 who	 gave	 their	 registration	 ID	 card	 details	 to	 the	
observers	were	not	found	on	the	PRR.		

	



The	Exhibition	Process		

The	majority	of	 ECs	 visited	had	 low	number	of	 corrections	 (1.5%	of	people	on	 the	PRR)	 and	
even	 lower	 number	 of	 requests	 for	 inclusion,	 objections	 and	 missing	 photos	 –	 all	 at	
approximately	1%	of	people	on	the	PRR.		

However,	three	ECs	visited	reported	over	11%	requests	for	inclusions	(i.e.	people	whose	names	
were	missing	from	the	PRR)	and	a	further	5	reported	over	3%	of	people	on	the	PRR	requesting	
for	 inclusion.	 Interestingly,	 these	 ECs	 also	 reported	 higher	 figures	 for	 corrections,	 indicating	
that	more	people	had	come	to	check	their	names,	possibly	because	they	had	heard	that	names	
had	been	missed	off	that	PRR	extract.	

Political	Party	agents	were	only	present	in	10%	of	ECs	observed	with	Unity	Party,	ANC,	ALO	and	
CDC	all	having	agents	in	over	7%	of	ECs.	Other	parties	were	not	seen	as	regularly.	

The	 sample	 size	 is	 small	 and	 is	 weighted	 to	 urban	 areas	 so	 we	 have	 to	 be	 cautious	 in	
extrapolating	figures	from	this.	However,	it	represents	5%	of	the	total	number	of	ECs	and	8%	of	
the	total	number	of	people	on	the	PRR	and	is	in	line	with	the	NEC	statements	that	the	number	
of	PRRs	with	significant	problems	is	limited.	

The	person	 to	 list	 audit	 showed	 that	 4%	of	 respondents	 (75	 of	 2082	people	who	 gave	 their	
details	to	observers	to	check)	were	not	found	on	the	PRRs.	This	gives	a	good	indication	of	the	
numbers	 of	 people	missing	 from	 the	 total	 population,	many	 of	whom	will	 not	 have	 had	 an	
opportunity	to	check	their	names	on	the	voter	lists.			

Voter	Registration	Survey	

During	 the	 exhibition	 of	 the	 preliminary	 Registration,	 observers	 of	 LEON	 also	 conducted	 a	
survey	of	3033	respondents	across	505	villages	about	the	registration	process	and	conducted	a	
‘person	 to	 list’	 audit.	 The	demographics	of	 the	 survey	 respondents	 closely	 resembles	 that	of	
the	overall	population	of	Liberia	indicating	that	a	representative	sample	was	achieved.	

Key	findings	include:	

Almost	 all	 respondents	 (99.2%)	 had	 registered	 to	 vote	 indicating	 a	 very	 inclusive	 process.	
However,	5	people	(0.2%)	admitted	to	having	registered	more	than	once.		

82.4%	of	respondents	said	they	had	adequate	information	about	the	voter	registration	
process	while	13.5%	said	they	had	no	information	and	4.1	%	said	they	were	not	sure	of	the	
process.	The	main	source	of	information	was	radio	(68%)	with	word	of	mouth	sources	such	
as	election	officials,	politicians,	friends,	church,	traditional	leaders	all	being	influential	for	
around	26-28%	of	respondents	each.		

	
63.6%	of	respondents	said	the	treatment	at	registration	centres	was	good	and	a	further	
32.6%	said	very	good.	Waiting	time	was	not	long	for	the	majority	of	people	with	63%	being	
seen	within	half	an	hour.		The	reasons	for	the	people	who	had	to	wait	over	2	hours	or	come	
back	another	day	were:	long	queues	(85	people),	the	camera	not	working	(20	people)	run	
out	of	forms	(9	people)	and	the	center	was	shut	(3	people).	Thus,	although	camera	
malfunctions	clearly	created	problems,	not	that	many	people	were	affected	by	them.		



	
The	majority	of	people	interviewed	were	not	asked	to	identify	themselves.	21%	reported	
being	allowed	to	register	without	identification	and	a	further	56.7%	were	not	asked	to	
provide	identification.	This	is	clearly	not	in	line	with	procedures	and	could	be	the	cause	of	
many	fears	that	non-eligible	people	have	registered	to	vote.	
	
The	person	to	list	audit	showed	that	1.5%	of	respondents	(30	people)	had	objections	made	
against	them	during	the	exhibition	period.	The	reasons	for	the	objections	were	because	
they	did	not	have	a	Liberian	accent	or	name,	(although	the	respondents	all	claimed	to	be	
Liberian).	This	also	points	to	the	fears	created	by	not	identification	checks	not	being	applied	
equally.		
	
Regarding	issues	of	marginalized	groups:	
2.9%	(86)	respondents	of	the	3033	surveys	conducted	were	persons	with	disability,	mostly	
blind	 or	 partially	 sighted.	 9.2%	 (273)	 respondents	 had	 difficulty	 in	 accessing	 registration	
centres	and	observers	noted	 that	27%	of	 the	exhibition	 centers	observed	were	not	easily	
accessible	to	persons	with	disabilities	or	the	elderly.		

	
86.1%	respondents	were	Christian	and	10.8%	Muslim	(3%	traditionalist).	42%	of	all	Muslim	
women	 interviewed	 were	 asked	 to	 remove	 their	 hijab	 (headscarf)	 to	 be	 photographed	
which	is	an	unnecessary	indignity.	
	
At	 the	548	exhibition	centers	visited	slightly	over	half	 (55%)	of	 the	 junior	of	 the	 two	staff	
positions	were	women.	However,	only	30%	of	the	more	senior	position	were	women.			
	
The	128	Long	Term	Observers	of	LEON	are	now	monitoring	the	following:		
	

1. Political	 Party	 Primaries	which	 includes	 how	 selection	 of	 candidates	was	made	 by	
each	 party	 at	 local	 level,	 what	 endeavours	 were	 made	 to	 ensure	 the	 30%	
requirement	for	female	candidates	and	what	consideration	was	given	to	youth	and		
vulnerable/disabled	groups.		

2. Weekly	reports	are	sent	by	LTOs	from	the	field	on	the	pre-election	environment	and	
captured	into	LEON’s	database.		

	
Recommendations		

LEON	calls	on	the	NEC	and	the	Ministry	of	Justice	to		make	available	the	findings	from	the	
investigation	of	Mr.	Amos	Siebo,	who	was	arrested	for	illegal	voters	registration	exercise	
and	on	how	he	obtained	official	NEC	materials.	We	are	also	concerned	about	the	publication	
of	finding	in	other	cases.	This	will	increase	public	confidence	in	the	electoral	process.	

LEON	encourages	political	parties	and	independent	candidates	to	actively	observe	the	
electoral	process	and	properly	train	their	agents	so	that	they	can	raise	issues	through	the	
correct	channels	including	filing	official	complaints	at	the	correct	time.		Parties	should	also	
attend	the	IPCC	meetings	and	the	NEC	should	make	efforts	to	give	adequate	notice	of	these.	



LEON	calls	on	Political	Parties	and	other	stakeholders	to	remain	calm	and	allow	the	NEC	
time	to	evaluate	and	address	the	problems	with	the	provisional	registration	roll.	The	NEC	
should	give	a	clearer	indication	of	the	nature	of	the	problems	and	the	number	of	ECs	and	
PRRs	affected.		

LEON	calls	upon	the	NEC	to	increase	its	efforts	to	recruit	female	election	workers	to	all	
positions	so	as	to	ensure	parity	on	election	day.		

The	NEC	should	create	a	more	conducive	environment	for	marginalized	and	vulnerable	
groups	by	recruiting	more	from	these	groups.	It	should	identify	all	voter	centers	with	
accessibility	issues	and	make	plans	to	overcome	obstacles	for	disabled	and	elderly	voters	on	
election	day.		

Voter	education	efforts	should	be	increased	to	remote	areas	where	accessibility	to	print	and	
electronic	media	is	a	challenge.	They	should	include	information	for	blind	voters	on	tactile	
ballot	folders,	assuming	that	these	will	be	made	available	on	election	day.	Likewise	
information	for	illiterate	voters	on	how	they	can	identify	a	candidate	and	vote	for	
themselves	in	secret	should	also	be	included.	

In	future,	training	for	voter	registration	staff	should	include	sensitization	and	clear	
instructions	that	Muslim	women	should	not	be	required	to	remove	their	Hijab	providing	
that	their	face	is	exposed.	It	should	also	be	stressed	that	rules	for	identifying	that	a	person	is	
Liberian	should	be	equally	applied	and	not	based	on	accent	or	name.		

Note:	 The	 full	 report	 on	 the	 Voter	 Registration	 Survey	 and	 the	 Exhibition	 of	 Provisional	
Registration	Roll	comprising	statistical	analysis	is	currently	released	by	LEON.		
	
LEON	AS	AN	OBSERVATION	NETWORK:		
The	 Liberia	 Elections	Observation	Network	 (LEON)	 is	 a	platform	of	 four	 Liberian	Civil	 Society	
Organizations:	 The	Catholic	 Justice	 and	Peace	Commission	 (JPC),	 Liberia	 Crusaders	 for	 Peace	
(LCP),	The	Federation	of	Liberia	Youth	 (FLY)	and	The	National	Union	of	Organizations	 for	 the	
Disabled	(NUOD),	with	the	goal	of	meaningfully	contribute	to	the	democratization	process	 in	
Liberia	by	providing	an	avenue	for	civil	society	to	participate	in	monitoring	and	observing	the	
2017	 Presidential	 and	 Legislative	 elections.	 LEON	 has	 a	 focus	 on	 inclusion	 of	 marginalized	
groups	 including	 women,	 youth	 and	 persons	 with	 disabilities.	 It	 bases	 all	 its	 findings	 and	
analyses	on	data	collected	by	non-	partisan	observers.		

Contact	Information:		
Mr.	Amos	Williams	
Reporting	Officer		
LEON,	National	Secretariat		
C/o	Federation	of	Liberian	Youth		
(+231)	886403666	/	776	
E-mail:	anwilliams005@yahoo.com		
	
	
	
	


