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Monrovia:  LEON observers report that the majority of polling places observed managed to 
open on time. Reasons for delays of over an hour included late arrival of materials, polling staff 
or party agents.  Some tensions arose from late opening that were quickly resolved. Opening 
procedures were well applied in all cases. 
 
Some LEON observers have not been allowed to observe due to not receiving the correct 
accreditation badge. LEON calls on the NEC to allow observers with misspelled or incorrect 
accreditation badges to be allowed to observe the remainder of voting and counting in the 
interest of the transparency of the process. 
 
Methodology: LEON has deployed 1140 observers throughout Liberia for election day who 
are stationed in approximately half of all polling precincts and 20% of polling places. They 
have been observing opening and voting and will continue to observe until the finish of closing. 
The observers report on different checklists on the various processes and send in findings by 
text directly to a computer database. Some reports will not arrive until the day after the election 
due to poor phone coverage. This statement is based on the findings of the 240 observers who 
have managed to report in so far. Further statements will be released on voting, counting and 
tallying processes. 
 
 
Opening: 
LEON observers reported that 75% of polling places observed opened on time. Of the 28 
polling places that opened after 9.00  the main reasons for delays were late arrival of materials, 
polling staff arriving late, and waiting for party agents to arrive to ensure transparency.  
 
Late opening was also the cause of tension in many affected polling stations and LEON 
observers reported 7 outbreaks of fighting between voters. Security services were reported to 
be on hand. One incident was caused by a contestant arriving at the polling precinct  (33080, 
Nimba district 1) with his supporters and refusing to leave the polling place until LNP 
persuaded them to leave.  
 
Observers were not allowed to know the number of people on the Final Registration Roll (FRR) 
in around 10% of polling places observed. Observers also noted people missing from the FRR 
in a number of Polling places but being allowed to vote because their registration ID number 
was within the range for the polling place. LEON is hoping that the Presiding Officers will 
allow observers to know the number of people added to the supplementary register at the end 
of the day so that they can verify that the majority of problems with the Registration Roll had 
been addressed before the election. 
 



Opening procedures were closely adhered to in almost all polling places observed (there was 
only one exception). Ballot boxes were shown to be empty and were correctly sealed. Ballots 
were counted and The Presiding Officer filled in the worksheet which was signed by party 
agents. 
 
	
LEON AS AN OBSERVATION NETWORK:  
 
The Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON) is a platform of four Liberian Civil Society 
Organizations: The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia Crusaders for Peace 
(LCP), Federation of Liberia Youth (FLY) and National Union of Organizations for the Disabled 
(NUOD) with the goal to meaningfully contribute to the democratization process in Liberia by 
providing an avenue for civil society to participate in monitoring and observing the 2017 elections. 
LEON has 133 observers stationed around the country since June, observing all aspects of the 
electoral process. It has recruited and trained a further 1000 short term observers who will be 
stationed in polling places in all electoral, districts on election day, reporting on the voting and 
counting processes. The 133 Long Term Observers will continue to monitor the post-election 
environment and to report on the tallying process. 
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