
	

Liberia	Elections	Observation	
Network	(LEON)	

LEON	PRESS	STATEMENT	FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE	

October 10, 2017  - 9.00p.m. 

Monrovia:  LEON observers around Liberia have reported minimal problems during voting 
and Liberians have been voting peacefully throughout the country.  
Polling staff have been following procedures including those that give important safeguards 
against multiple voting and vote buying such as inking voters thumbs and voting in secret. 
LEON observers have assessed the process as good or very good in 83% of polling places 
observed.  
 
Methodology: LEON has deployed 1140 observers throughout Liberia for election day who 
are stationed in approximately half of all polling precincts and 20% of polling places. They 
have been observing opening and voting and will continue to observe until the end of counting. 
The observers report at different times in the day and send in findings by text directly to a 
computer database. Some reports will not arrive until the day after the election due to poor 
phone coverage. This statement is based on the findings of the 230 observers who have already 
managed to send their reports on the voting process. Further statements will be released on 
counting and tallying processes plus a final report on the findings of all LEONs observations 
since June. 
 
Voting: 
Polling materials arrived safely in the majority of polling stations observed, with the few cases 
that were lacking ballots or other materials having delivery and able to open by mid-morning.  

Procedures were also followed correctly in the majority of polling stations observed. Voter’s 
thumbs were systematically checked for ink by both the queue controller and the identification 
officer in most polling places observed, their ID cards were checked and punched, both of 
which  are important safeguards against multiple voting.  The secrecy of the vote was respected 
in all but two polling places observed, which is another important safeguard against 
intimidation or vote buying, The backs of ballots were stamped and the ballot issuer mostly 
explained how to mark and fold the ballot clearly. 
Observers reported no problems for 94% of polling stations observed so far. However,  7 cases 
of intimidation of voters have been reported so far, 4 instances of trucking  and 12  cases of 
violence. There were problems at Polling center 24003 in Margibi District 4 where a party 
agent started taking voter ID cards from voters waiting in the queue and tried to give them to 
the voter identification officer to allow these people to vote first. Another agent for the same 
party was observed giving money to the Presiding officer. These incidents caused a lot of 
tension amongst both party agents and voters.  

 Party agents were widespread. However, they were assessed as interfering in the process in 
10% of polling places, particularly those having a disorderly environment. LEON observers 
have assessed the process as very good in 36% of polling places observed and good in a further 
47%. Only 2% of polling places received a bad or very bad assessment. 



84% of polling places observed were assessed as accessible to elderly or disabled voters. 
However, in the large cities many polling places were on the first floor and voters with 
disabilities had not always been assigned to these and had to be carried up. 
The  NEC is to be commended for printing tactile ballot guides for blind and partially sighted 
voters. These were present in polling stations for both presidential and representative ballots. 
LEON observers reported that blind voters were using the tactile ballot guides in half of all 
polling places observed. Most of the other polling places had no blind people come to vote by 
early afternoon indicating that blind voters frequently took up the option of  voting for 
themselves. 
Voters can ask for assistance to vote from a person of their choice. LEON observers noted that 
in 7% of polling stations observed a member of the polling staff assisted the voter which is 
contrary to procedures.  

A small number of voters were missing from the Final Registration Roll in half of polling 
places observed. These were allowed to vote if their voter ID card numbers fell within the range 
assigned to the polling place, in accordance with procedures and added to the supplementary 
voters list, indicating that not all inaccuracies in the voters list were resolved by the NEC. 
LEON will be continuing to follow issues with the FRR through counting and will give further 
analysis in the final report.  

Counting has now started across the country and LEON are continuing to observe. Whilst 
most voters had sufficient time to vote one polling station remains open in Bong County, 
Precinct 060171. 300 voters who had been waiting since the morning were still in the queue at 
6.00p.m. due to insufficient space slowing the voting process. The County Magistrate has 
agreed that the Polling Place should remain open and people in line will be allowed to vote.  
 

LEON AS AN OBSERVATION NETWORK:  
The Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON) is a platform of four Liberian Civil Society 
Organizations: The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia Crusaders for Peace 
(LCP), Federation of Liberia Youth (FLY) and National Union of Organizations for the Disabled 
(NUOD) with the goal to meaningfully contribute to the democratization process in Liberia by 
providing an avenue for civil society to participate in monitoring and observing the 2017 elections. 
LEON has a core team in Monrovia and 133 observers stationed around the country since June, 
observing all aspects of the electoral process. It has recruited and trained a further 1000 short term 
observers who have been stationed in polling places in all electoral, districts on election day, 
reporting on the voting and counting processes. The 133 Long Term Observers will continue to 
monitor the post-election environment and to report on the tallying process. 
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