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LEON	PRESS	STATEMENT	FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE	

Monrovia:		Wednesday		August	28,	2019		-	4.30p.m.	
	
LEON	has	not	observed	any	major	irregularities	so	far	in	today’s	re-run	election	in	
Logan	town,	district	15,	despite	underlying	tensions	caused	by	the	lamentable	recent	
waves	of	violence.		

LEON	congratulates	the	people	of	District	15	Montserrado	for	the	peaceful	turnout	so	far.	
LEON	has	observers	in	all	20	polling	places	where	the	Representative	Elections	are	being	
re-run	and	notes	 that	CDC	and	ALP	also	have	party	 agents	 in	 all	 polling	places.	 In	 an	
unparalleled	act	of	transparency,	these	party	agents	have	copies	of	the	Registration	Roll	
and	 are	 using	 it	 to	 check	 the	 names	 of	 voters	 as	 they	 are	 called	 out	 by	 the	 Voter	
Identification	Officer.		
	
LEON	 is	 concerned	 about	 the	 huge	 police	 presence	 in	 the	 Logan	 town	 area.	 Whilst	
deploring	the	recent	violence,	especially	that	of	the	day	before	the	re	run	elections,	LEON	
sees	 the	 overwhelming	 numbers	 of	 armed	 security	 forces,	 many	 in	 full	 riot	 gear,	 as	
intimidating	 to	 the	 population.	However,	 the	 peace	 has	 been	 kept.	 Police	 arrested	 an	
alleged	CDC	supporter,	after	searching	him	outside	Precinct	30188,	for	carrying	pepper	
spray	and	a	fake	voter	ID.	
	
LEON	 has	 concerns	 that	 there	 have	 been	 attempts	 at	 vote	 buying.	 The	 Bishop	 of	 the	
Kingdom	Embassy	church,	Precinct	30132,	was	observed	asking	people	how	they	had	
voted.	This	has	caused	some	tension	at	the	Precinct.	One	other	voter	was	prevented	from	
photographing	her	marked	ballot	in	Samuel	T	Kun	school.	
	
LEON	urges	political	parties	and	their	supporters	to	be	cautious	of	utterances,	to	maintain	
the	peace	and	to	wait	for	the	NEC	official	results.		
	
Pre	re	run	election	findings	
	
LEON	followed	the	hearing	of	the	Telia	Urey	and	Bishop	Siebo	complaints	held	by	the	NEC	
hearing	 office	 and	 then	 the	 appeal	 made	 by	 Abu	 Kamara	 to	 the	 NEC	 board	 of	
commissioners.	Although	 the	hearing	process	allows	complainants	 to	have	 their	cases	
heard	in	full,	LEON	continues	to	maintain	that	it	is	overly	legal	in	character,	with	the	NEC	
having	lawyers	to	defend	itself.	This	can	hinder	the	NEC	from	using	its	own	discretion	to	
examine	 the	 evidence	 from	 the	 polling	materials	 to	 substantiate	 or	 refute	 allegations	
thereby	protecting	the	credibility	of	the	elections.		
	
That	said,	it	was	highly	encouraging	that	the	NEC	decided	to	conduct	re	runs	of	the	20	
polling	places	that	were	meant	to	have	been	quarantined,	since	it	could	not	be	certain	
that	the	results	had	not	been	tampered	with.		LEON	observers	were	present	at	all	seven	



tally	 stations	 throughout	 the	 aggregation	 of	 results	 and	 received	 official	 copies	 of	 all	
results	forms	tallied	in	our	presence.	We	did	not	receive	results	forms	from	any	of	the	
quarantined	stations,	thus	we	are	also	uncertain	how	some	of	these	results	seem	to	have	
been	entered	into	the	results	database	and	later	removed.		
	
LEON	 therefore	 commends	 the	 NEC	 for	 its	 decision	 to	 uphold	 the	 credibility	 of	 the	
process	by	ordering	the	re	run	and	notes	that	it	is	fully	within	the	power	of	the	NEC	to	
make	its	own	investigations	where	it	suspects	that	procedures	have	not	been	correctly	
followed,	and	not	to	wait	for	a	complaint	by	a	candidate	or	Party.		
	
LEON	 is	 saddened	 that	 it	must	yet	again	condemn	 incidents	of	electoral	violence.	The	
attacks	against	Telia	Urey	 in	Logan	 town	 last	week	and	again	on	 the	day	prior	 to	 the	
election	 are	 unacceptable.	 The	 full	weight	 of	 the	 law	must	 be	 brought	 to	 bear	 on	 the	
perpetrators	and	people	found	guilty	of	inciting	electoral	violence	should	be	prevented	
from	running	in	future	elections.			
	
	
Election	day	
	
Polling	Places	all	opened	on	time.	People	came	out	to	vote	early,	but	it	is	too	early	to	say	
if	turnout	is	lower	or	higher	than	in	the	original	elections.	LEON	noted	party	agents	for	
both	ALP	and	CDC	were	present	in	every	polling	place,	with	printed	copies	of	the	Final	
Registration	 Roll	 (FRR)	 for	 that	 polling	 station.	 The	 Voter	 Identification	 Officer	 was	
calling	out	the	names	of	all	voters,	as	prescribed	by	the	NEC	for	this	by	election,	and	the	
party	agents	were	marking	them	off	 their	 lists.	 	However,	LEON	notes	that	printing	of	
copies	of	 the	FRR	for	all	polling	places	 is	not	sustainable	 for	all	elections	and	the	NEC	
needs	 to	 build	 greater	 confidence	 in	 the	 FRR	 and	 its	 voter	 identification	 procedures.	
LEON	 notes	 that	 the	 other	 5	 candidates	 did	 not	 field	 any	 party	 agents,	 presumably	
because	they	cannot	win	the	election	with	the	results	of	these	20	polling	places.		
	
There	was	also	 independent,	non-partisan,	 scrutiny	of	 the	vote	 in	every	Polling	Place.	
LEON	had	observers	in	all	20	Polling	Places	along	with	supervisors	for	each	Precinct.	The	
Organization	 for	Women	 and	Children	were	 observing	 in	 half	 the	 Places,	 using	 LEON	
checklists.	The	Mano	River	Women’s	Peace	Network	and	ECC	were	also	present	in	a	few	
Places	 and	 the	 US	 Embassy	 and	 ECOWAS	 visited	 through	 the	 day.	 	 This	 meant	 that	
attempts	 at	 fraud	 were	 largely	 discouraged.	 However,	 at	 least	 one	 person	 had	 been	
stopped	from	trying	to	photograph	her	marked	ballot,	an	indication	of	attempted	vote	
buying.	
	
The	NEC	has	a	clear	instruction	that	phones	are	not	allowed	to	be	used	inside	the	polling	
places	to	prevent	this	type	of	vote	buying.	However,	this	caused	the	Polling	staff	at	the	
Kingdom	 Embassy	 church	 to	 stop	 LEON	 observers	 from	 sending	 their	 observation	
reports	 from	 inside	 the	 Precinct.	 The	 situation	was	 rectified	 by	 a	 senior	NEC	 official,	
however,	clearer	instructions	need	to	be	given	to	polling	staff	in	future.		
	
LEON	observers	noted	that	procedures	were	being	adhered	to	and	gave	a	positive	rating	
of	good	or	very	good	for	19	of	the	20	Polling	places	and	average	for	the	remaining	one.	
Line	management	could	have	been	improved	at	Myrae	E	Simpson	community,	Samuel	T	



Kun	and	Joanna	Antor	Elementary	schools.		A	number	of	voters	were	seen	to	be	queuing	
at	the	wrong	polling	station	only	to	be	turned	away	when	they	got	to	the	front	of	the	line.	
	
LEON	also	notes	that	the	Precincts	were	clustered	together	and	rooms	at	the	Samuel	T	
Kun	school	were	small	and	would	not	have	had	room	for	more	party	agents	if	they	had	
attended.	Accessibility	was	also	poor,	with	a	very	high	step	to	reach	the	6	polling	places	
at	the	Samuel	T	Kun	school.	The	Myrea	E	Simpson	community	center	with	four	polling	
places	is	on	the	first	floor	and	totally	inaccessible	to	anyone	in	a	wheelchair.		Although	
LEON	understands	that	the	NEC	may	have	difficulty	in	finding	suitable	locations	at	the	
right	price,	more	needs	to	be	done.		
	
There	was	a	large	presence	of	armed	security	at	all	six	polling	precincts,	with	around	six	
police	at	the	gate	to	each	center.	Although	LEON	is	sensitive	to	the	tension	in	the	area,	
such	a	dominant	presence	by	security	forces	can	serve	to	increase	tensions	rather	than	
to	 address	 violence.	 	 This	 afternoon,	 police	 arrested	 Alpha	 Grey,	 an	 alleged	 CDCian,	
outside	 the	Myrae	E.	Simpson	community	school,	Precinct	30188,	 for	carrying	pepper	
spray	and	fake	voter	ID.	They	say	they	searched	him	acting	on	a	tip	off.		
	
	
LEON	AS	AN	OBSERVATION	NETWORK:		
	
LEON	has	deployed	17	Long	Term	observers	across	all	Districts	of	Montserrado	and	a	
core	team	of	five	analysts	from	June	5	to	present.	LEON	observed	voting	on	July	29	with	
370	observers	and	has	deployed	observers	to	every	polling	places	for	this	re	run.	LEON	
will	continue	observing	the	process	until	its	conclusion	after	tallying	and	any	complaints.	
	
The	Liberia	Elections	Observation	Network	(LEON),	launched	in	May	2017	is	a	platform	of	
four	Liberian	Civil	Society	Organizations:	The	Catholic	Justice	and	Peace	Commission	(JPC),	
Liberia	Crusaders	for	Peace	(LCP),	Federation	of	Liberia	Youth	(FLY)	and	National	Union	of	
Organizations	 for	 the	 Disabled	 (NUOD)	 with	 the	 goal	 to	 meaningfully	 contribute	 to	
democratization	processes	 in	Liberia.	LEON	observed	the	2017	elections	with	over	1000	
observers	and	has	observed	subsequent	by-elections.		
	
	
	
Contact	Information:		
Mr.	Augustine	S.	M.	Tamba,	Head	of	Secretariat	
LEON,		
Atlantis	beach	Hotel,	Mamba	Point,	Monrovia	
Tel:	(+231)	08864	68245	
E-mail:	tambasm@gmail.com		
	

	
	
	
	


