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Monrovia: LEON hails the replacement of lost and damaged voter cards as a success with 
very few problems witnessed. However, the number of women employed by the NEC in the 
process was low and LEON therefore encourages the NEC to increase efforts to recruit 
female polling staff, especially at chairman and precinct supervisor levels. Additionally, 
political parties and candidates were not seen observing the process and LEON calls upon 
them to appoint, train and deploy party agents as soon as possible so as to increase their 
understanding of the election preparations.  
 
Report: 
The NEC opened offices for the replacement of lost and damaged voter cards over the week 
of August 7 to 12 during which time LEON long term observers visited  centers in 62 
electoral districts across the country. The observers stayed for an average of two hours each 
visit and visited the centers around four times during the week, documenting observations or 
findings during  each visit. In total 398 checklists were completed and analysed. 
 
Based on the analysis of the data collected in the 62 districts, Observers rated the process as 
good or very good in 97% of cases. Centers were always open in office hours, all staff were 
present and procedures were followed correctly. 
 
Problems were observed on only 5 visits by LEON LTOs and these ranged from three printer 
or camera malfunctions and two cases of people waiting in line getting angry. However, 
many voters complained that they had travelled long distances to replace their cards and 
many electoral supervisors complained that few people were coming for the same reason. 
 
LEON noted that the NEC employees at the centers visited were mainly male, especially in 
the senior positions.  
Election supervisors – 84% men 
Replacement clerks – 62% men 
Photographers – 80% men 
 
LEON observers had reported that senior positions were also weighted towards men during 
the exhibition period. Therefore, LEON urges the NEC to address this balance during the 
recruitment of polling staff.  
 
On average during each visit there were 14 people waiting in line and seven people were seen 
per hour. The majority of people were requesting a replacement due to having lost their cards. 
However, there were a small number of people who had misunderstood the process and were 
requesting to register for the first time. These were turned away by the NEC staff. LEON 
observers saw ECC observers during 25 visits but met with political party or candidate agents 
only four times. LEON calls on all political parties to make sure their agents are monitoring 
all electoral processes. so that they have first-hand information. This will help increase their 
understanding of election preparations and reduce reliance on rumour. 



 
LEON AS AN OBSERVATION NETWORK:  
 
The Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON) is a platform of four Liberian Civil Society 
Organizations: the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia Crusaders for Peace 
(LCP), Federation of Liberia Youth (FLY) and National Union of Organizations for the 
Disabled (NUOD) with the goal to meaningfully contribute to the democratization process in 
Liberia by providing an avenue for civil society to participate in monitoring and observing the 
2017 elections. LEON has 133 observers stationed around the country since June, observing all 
aspects of the electoral process. 

Contact Information:  
 
Mr. Amos Williams 
Reporting Officer  
LEON, National Secretariat  
C/o Federation of Liberian Youth  
(+231) 886403666 / 776 
E-mail: anwilliams005@yahoo.com  
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


