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Liberia Election Observation Network’s Statement on International Day of Democracy  

 

LEON joins the people of Liberia and the rest of the democratic world in celebrating September 

15 as the International Day of Democracy. Every year, the memorialization aims to raise public 

awareness about democracy, its meaning, and its importance. The day provides an opportunity 

to celebrate and appreciate democratic societies and tenants. Moreover, it allows people of the 

world to reflect on the history of democracy and to engage in conversations that emphasize 

ways and opportunities to promote, protect, and uphold democracy nationally and globally.  

 

 

The United Nations Secretary General, António Guterres, in his Message for International 

Democracy Day highlights that the focus of this year’s commemoration is “free, independent, 

and pluralistic media.” In what he calls the “dark paths,” the UN Secretary General frowns on 

the growing wave of brazen legal harassment, verbal assault, physical violence, censorship, 

online surveillance, and killings meted against the media and calls for joint forces “to secure 

freedom and the rights of people everywhere.” 

 

As passionate promoters of democracy, LEON welcomes the Secretary Generals’ call and at 

the same time, appreciates the role of the Liberian media in promoting the country’s democratic 

space. LEON highlights the greater task ahead of the Liberian media as gallant watchdogs of 

the 2023 general and presidential elections. In this light, LEON calls on the Government of 

Liberia, the Press Union, and strategic partners to develop strategies and activities that promote 

greater press freedom, increase the press’s capacity for bold truth telling and promote media 

sustainability.  

 

 

 

__________________________________end______________________________________ 

 

The Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON) is a platform of four Liberian civil 

society organizations, the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia Crusaders 

for Peace (LCP), Federation of Liberian Youth (FLY), and National Union of Organizations 

for the Disabled (NUOD). I t s  overall goal is to meaningfully contribute to the 

democratization process in Liberia by providing an avenue for civil society to participate in 

monitoring and observing elections and democratic processes in Liberia. 

 


