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September 27, 2021 

 

Liberia Election Observation Network to Observe November’s By-Elections  

 

Monrovia, Liberia: The Liberia Election Observation Network (LEON), supported by The 

Carter Center-Liberia, has announced that it will, on October 1, 2021, begin deploying two 

teams of long and short terms observers to the four districts where the by-election will be 

conducted to observe the November 16, 2021 electoral process as announced through the 

schedule released by the National Election Commission. 

 

The Long-Term Observers will be trained on the 28th and 29th of September in the four districts 

and fully deploy beginning October 1, 2021. The training will focus on capacitating the LTOs 

with knowledge on the methodology of impactful observation and how to report on electoral 

processes without biases. They will be thought the principles of domestic observation missions 

and commit to a neutrality, non-partisanship, and impartiality clause that will guide the actions 

of their observation.    

 

 

Sixteen Long-Term Observers (LTOs) will join a core team of Four LTOs already permanently 

deployed in the four districts. Together, they will observe all pre-election activities. Processes 

to be observed include: the pre-electoral environment in the districts; peace and security issues; 

aspirants’ nomination and certification; civic and voter education processes; and political 

campaigns. Findings from these observations will inform our pre- and post-election statements. 

On Voting Day, one hundred Sixty (160) Short-Term Observers (STOs) will be deployed to 

specifically observe the polls. They will follow up on poll opening and closing; voter turn-out; 

voter identification; marking; and security issues on election day, etc. 

 

Speaking after the recruitment and ahead of the commissioning of observer teams, LEON’s 

Head of Secretariat, Augustine S.M. Tamba, reminded observers of the importance of election 

observation and the need for their neutrality at all times. He stated that Liberia’s electoral 

history imposes on civil society a ‘watchdog burden’, which must be executed with high level 

of credibility in protecting our fragile democracy “By observing elections, we help raise voters’ 

confidence in the electoral process and reduce the gap of speculation” he said. “Our mere 

presence can contribute to deterring violence; ensure free, fair and transparent elections and 

improve accountability on the part of the election management body,” he concluded.  

 

Since 2017, LEON has observed every national election in Liberia including the general and 

presidential election, senatorial and representative elections and ancillary by-elections. 

Findings from our observers have allowed us to make actionable recommendations on 

resolving election disputes, mainstreaming gender in elections, mitigating challenges to the 

final voter roll and increasing public participation during elections. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



About LEON: 
 

LEON is a network of the Federation of Liberian Youth (FLY); the National Union of 

Organizations of the Disable; the Liberia Crusaders for Peace (LCP); and the Justice and Peace 

Commission (JPC). Since 2017, LEON has developed into one of Liberia’s primary and most 

respected organizations operating in the democracy and governance space and has successfully 

conducted a range of activity including legislative monitoring, monitoring and reporting on 

violence against women in politics, and advocating for election reform.  
 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Mr. Augustine S. M. Tamba, Head of Secretariat 

Telephone: (+231) 777040129  

Email: tambasm@gmail.com;  

Website: www.leonobservation.org  
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